
Planning a Funeral                 
at Saint Cecilia                  

Cathedral 

Saint Cecilia Cathedral 
Mother Church of the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha 
701 North 40th Street, Omaha NE 68131 

StCeciliaCathedral.org 

Saint Cecilia Cathedral 

402-551-2313 | StCeciliaCathedral.org 

Rev. Jeremy Hans, pastor 

Rev. Georges Sokpo, associate priest 

Rev. Andy Phan, associate priest 

Scheduling a Funeral: Kay Garfield 402-551-2313 

Music Planning: Melissa Piennett 402-553-5524 

Funeral Lunch Planning: Jerri DeBolt 402-533-8098 
 
 

Catholic Cemeteries Office 

402-391-3711 | CatholicCem.com 

7710 West Center Road, Omaha 

Pre-planning and at time of death assistance 
 
 

The 5 Consecrated Catholic Cemeteries in Omaha 

Calvary 

402-391-3711  

7710 West Center Road 
 

Resurrection 

402-391-3711  

7800 West Center Road 
 

Holy Sepulchre 

402-391-3711  

4912 Leavenworth Street 
 

St. Mary Magdalene 

402-391-3711  

5226 South 46th Street, 
 

St. Mary 

402-391-3711  

3353 Q Street 
 

 

Funeral Homes  

You may select any funeral home to use. 

If you want to get information on a funeral home,  

you may contact us. 

402-551-2313 

Steps to take: 

1. Contact the funeral home to inform them of the    

    death and set a time to meet with them 

2. Determine with them the date and time you want  

     the funeral and burial to be held 

3. The funeral home will call us to schedule events 

4. Contact the priest to meet and make plans 

5. Our music department will contact you 

6. Our lunch coordinator will contact you 

7. Call the scheduler here with any questions 
 

Planning the Mass 

Presider, readings, and music selected 

Mass ministers needed (servers, lectors, gift bearers) 

Number of people who might be attending 
 

Planning the Vigil 

Date, location, and time 

Presider selected 

Readings and prayers selected 

Rosary to be said or not 

Speakers 

Viewing/Visitation 
 

Planning the Music 

Melissa Piennett 402-553-5524 
 

Planning the Lunch 

Jerri DeBolt 402-533-8098 

We hold our lunches in the cafeteria or dining room 

Pick an option we offer here or arrange for a caterer. 

Determine how many people might be attending.  

We charge $2 a plate. Payment is due when food is 

ordered. 
 

Planning the Burial 

Date, location, and time 
 

Funeral Records 

The death and funeral information will be recorded                 

in our Funeral Register Book, including the place                      

and date of burial. 

 



Dear Friend in Christ, May our Lord give you His 

peace and assure you of His presence in the                   

time of the passing of a loved one. Please know 

that members of St. Cecilia Cathedral Parish and                    

I will be praying for you. We are here to assist you 

in planning and carrying out the beautiful and 

meaningful funeral rites of the Catholic Church. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with 

any questions. Let us share together the hope                   

of the Resurrection for all who die in Christ. God 

bless you.      ~Fr. Jeremy Hans, Pastor 
 

Policy of Saint Cecilia Cathedral for Funerals 

If your loved one is a member of Saint Cecilia  

parish, we are happy to have a funeral Mass for 

him/her. If there is a long-standing relationship 

with us, we will discuss options with you. Contact 

Kay Garfield, facilities scheduler at the Cathedral 

Administration Office 402-551-2313. 
 

Works of Mercy 

The Works of Mercy are charitable actions given 

by Christ that guide in caring for both the physical 

and spiritual needs of others. They are divided into 

the Corporal Works of Mercy which address  

physical needs, and the Spiritual Works of Mercy 

which focus on the soul. One of  the Corporal 

Works of Mercy is to ensure the deceased are                 

laid to rest, pray for the dead, and comfort the 

afflicted. We are here to assist you in that. 
 

Grief Counseling 

Everyone experiences grief differently. Find ways 

to take care of yourself during these days and            

find people who will listen to your pain without 

judgement and without forcing you to rush through 

your grief. Sometimes, it can be healthy to reach 

out and seek professional counseling as you walk 

through this time. You may contact one of our 

priests for individual help or look for classes 

through Catholic Cemeteries at CatholicCem.com. 

Questions you will need to answer: 
 

Information about the Deceased 

Full name, date/place of birth, date/place of death, last known address 
 

Funeral Service 

A Catholic funeral Mass is a formal liturgical celebration with the body or cremated                                                

remains of the deceased present. It is typically held at the parish church and follows                                                   

a prescribed order of rites, including prayers, readings, and the Eucharist. A memorial Mass is a celebration 

that takes place without the body or cremated remains present. It can be celebrated on any day, including   

the anniversary of a death, or after a funeral in another location.   

Do I want a Catholic funeral Mass or a memorial Mass? Where will this be held? Which priest do I want to 

preside? What readings do I want included? Who will read? What music do I want included? 
 

Visitation/Vigil 

A visitation is a gathering where friends/family can pay their respects to the deceased and offer support to 

the family, often taking place the day before or the morning of the funeral. Do I want a visitation time? When?  

In Catholic tradition, a funeral vigil, also known as a wake, is a prayerful gathering held before the funeral    

Mass to remember and celebrate the life of the deceased. It's a time for the community to come together, 

pray, and offer support to the grieving family. The vigil consists of an opening rite, a reading from Scriptures, 

a reflection, prayers of intercession and a blessing. Do I want a vigil? Where and when will this be held?   
                             

Burial/Rite of Committal 

What cemetery will we use? Do I want a casket or the remains to be cremated? Will the burial be on the                  

funeral day? 
 

Notifications 

Do I want Saint Cecilia to send a notification 

email to parishioners and/or school alumni? 
 

Mass Intentions 

You may receive money for Masses to be 

offered for your loved one. Masses offered 

for the deceased can help them on their  

journey to God. If you decide to have them 

said at Saint Cecilia, contact the Cathedral 

Administration Office at 402-551-2313. 
 

Memorials 

Do I want to contribute to Saint Cecilia                   

Cathedral with a memorial designation for 

the parish? If you decide to do this or want 

information about it, contact the Cathedral Development Director at 402-551-2313. 

 

 


