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[ET THE PEACE OF CHRIST

CONTROL YOUR HEARTS: LIVINGL el

LET THE WORD OF CHRIST HESOSHEL
DWELL IN YOU RICHLY. A

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
Spiritual L.eadership

Most Rev. Michael McGovern
Archbishop

Rev. Jeremy Hans
Parish Pastor/Cathedral Rector
]']'hotns@otrchomothqorg

New Year's Masses

Rev. Zach Eischeid, Associate Pastor

Zpeischeiol@archomothct.org MCLSSGS fOI’ the SOlemnltg

of Mary, Mother of God,
will be December 31 at 5:30 pm
and January 1 at 9:00 am.

Rev. Georges Sokpo, Associate Pastor
gksokpo@archomaha.org

Tim Bloomingdale, Deacon

timbloomingdale@skuttcatholic.com

The Cathedsal is open Vasses and Intentions

for visits/personal prayer: Saturday December 27
Sundays 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 7:30 am Scott Werner + (B)
Saturdays 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 5:30 pm Ed Warin + Fr. SOkPO
Weekdays 800 am to 5:30 pm Sunday December 28
8:30 am Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Hans
10:30 am Christine Worthing + Archbishop
F@élst Of Lh@ Monday December 29
. 11:15 am Vito Caroselli +
HOly Fé]mlly Tuesday December 30
This feast day honors Jesus, the Blessed .15 am Mark Hans
Mother, and St ]oseph as the holiest of Wednesday December 31
famﬂies, and therefore a model for all 1115 am Debbie Bre]’chq
Christian families. 5:30 pm Nemesio Mike Caban +
They were holy because ’they placed God Thursday ]anuqryl Holy DQY
at the center of their fqmﬂy life, Jthey loved 9.00 am Soiia® Caallic Poridrioners
and sacrificed for one another, and they ) ) ;
radiated that love to others in the Fndo.y ]anuary'Q First Fnday Mass
redemp’five mission of the Word Incarnate. IL15 am Santo Nino / RoseMary Hanson + (B)
Pope St. John Paul II said, “The Redeemer of ~ Seturday  January 3
the world chose the farnﬂy as the plotce for 7:30 am Ray Swiercek + L
His birth and grow’[h, Jrhereby sanctifying 5:30 pm George Edward Alajoki + (A) Fr. Hans
this fundamental institution of every Sunday January 4
society” (Angelus message, December 30, 8:30 am Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Sokpo

2001). 10:30 am Christine Worthing + (B) Fr. Hans



Being an Invitational Disciple:
WWalY

TR How to Invile Someone to Vlass

+wﬁ + Fr. Joseph Waters provides some insight into this.
1. I find the best way to invite people to Mass is with a friendly and casual ask: "We are going to the 10:30 am
Mass Sundoy, you are more than welcome to join us if you want. We would love to have you Worship with us."
Leave it at that and give him the freedom to decide. You do not want to give the impression you are inviting
him out of sympofhy or juolging him. The message you want to convey is that you would genuinely enjoy
worshiping with him, and his presence would enrich your experience. Most people will be okoy with a sincere
non-judgmental invitation that does not oblige them.

2. Are you going to the same porish as your friend's wife and children? If so, it migh’t be awkward for your friend.
You may want to attend another porish or a Mass that his fomily is unhkely to attend. People feel more
comfortable going to Mass if Jrhey have been at a porish for other events. If there is a Christmas concert, tree
lighﬁng, or another social occasion during Advent, start ]oy inviting your friend to one of these occasions. Or you
could volunteer to help clean and decorate the church for Christmas, osking friends, including your recenﬂy
divorced friend, to come olong and get in the Christmas spirit with you. Invite them to Mass when you can spend
time with them or have a meal after. I have a friend who invited her non-practicing children to Mass and
afterwards, Jrhey went to her house to bake Christmas Cookies. It worked, even though her kids probobly knew

what she was doingA Sometimes this type of invitation seems more welcoming and breaks down resistance.

3. Some people wonder if inviting people to Mass is worth it if ’rhey say no, or even if they say yes, and won't go
at other times. It is a tremendous gif{ to help a friend or fctrnﬂy member draw closer to Christ and experience the
communion of the Catholic Church, even if only once. If they attend one Mass, God's grace can bring them healing
and abundant blessings. So, I suggest you ask the Holy Spirit to guide you, give you the right words, and help
you manifest the love of Christ for your friend. Remember, it never hurts to invite. The RSVP is up to them.

Flower Festival

Cathedral Arts Project's 4lst Annual
Flower Festival
January 22-25, 2026

In honor of Archbishop George Lucas
and Michaela & John Blazek

Cathedral Arts
Project

Cathedral Cultural Center
3900 Webster St, Omaha NE 68131
cathedralartsproject.org
Call us for Cathedral tours: 402-551-4888
Gift Shop, Gallery, and Museum hours are

The annual St. Cecilia Flower Festival
is sponsored by Cathedral Arts Project
and takes ploce on the last weekend in

Tuesday - Friday Noon - 4 pm
Sofurdoy - Sundoy I1:30 am - 2:30 pm

January in the beou’ty of our Cathedral.

Intentional Giving Campus €vents

Weekly Giving: December 14 Sunday December 28
Budget $18,824 10:30 am Jubilee Year Closing Mass NAVE
Actual $16,987 11:30 am Baptism: Wesley Huss NAVE
Difference ($1857) Monday December 29
Budget for FY 2025-26 $960,000 6:30 pm Bileie By FCCR
Year-to-Date (Jul-Jun)Actual $421,267 Wednesday December 31
Year-to-Date Last Year $394,613 5:30 pm Holy Day Vigil Mass NAVE
Monday January 1
2025 Tax Statements 9:00 am Holy Day Mass NAVE

Please contact Development Director
Theresa Lehn at 402-551-2313 or Sunday January 4
tlehn@stceciliacathedral org. Noon Women's Epiphany Party RECTORY



IN YOUR NEED . ..

Ir you need a priest w help

with your marriage . . .

WE ARE HERE!

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
701 N 40th Street, Omaha
Stop by or call us 402-551-2313

KOC Family of the Month
Daniel & Michaela Elliston

NVlake Daily Praying a Habit
Prqy without ceasing . . . How are we supposeol to do :
this with all the distractions and duties in our lives?

H Praying without ceasing means never 1osing contact
(A with God, 1eHing ourselves be constqnﬂy touched by
Him in the dep’rhs of our hearts and, in this way,
being penetrqteol by His 1ight. Only someone who
m otctuotlly knows God can lead others to God. Only

someone WhO ].eO.dS people to GOd. ].eO.d.S them Ct].OIlg'

the path of life. (Pope Benedict XVI)

In our dotﬂy lives, between and even during those

distractions and duties;, we are able to pray.
We should pray. We must pray.

Splmtual [lome tor Worship

Saint Cecilia Cathedral is the splnfuql home for the
Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha (currenﬂy led by
Bishop Michael McGovern), the place where the
Archbishop has his Chair (cqthedra), and where major
celebrations of the Catholic faith take place.

A landmark of towering limestone, impressive with its
massive buttresses that can be seen for miles around,
the Cathedral stands tall as a mighfy sym]ool of the
living faith of her people The dream buildling of
five bishops, the nickels, pennies, and dollars of
thousands of dedicated men, women, and children is
"alive and well."

For all of its grqnd architecture and decoration and

history, the primary purpose of Saint Cecilia Cathedral
is the Worship of God within the Catholic faith.

The sacramental and devotional life of the pqrish,
as well as the official 1i’furgies and functions
of the Archbishop ’fhroughou’f the yedr, never cedse
to manifest the spiritual and religious purpose of
this edifice. "The beautiful towers drew me to the
Cathedral. Then I found so much more than just
a buﬂding. It is sacred and beautiful."




PLAZA PONDERINGS, €1C.

Is it over, or does it last?

As we close the Jubilee Year at Saint Cecilia,
4 we a 2026 that could
J[ruly transform the Cathedral with a new

now anticipate

plctzct - a gathering space for evangehzation,
y celebration, and liturgy. This will offer many
i the opportunity to experience God's graces in
this wonderful plqce.

In this Christmas season, it's a good time to
i recall the
/ Mercy: Grace is receiving some’rhing you don't

difference between Grace and
cleserve, and Mercy is not receiving what you
do deserve. The interaction of the human

condition and our faith offers opportunities

for both.

VISION

\Vlalke a Ditterence

The heart of Saint Cecilia Cathedral is
the peopleA Every person in this diverse
and interesting community is invited to
become a part of the life of Cathedral

through ministries, activities, and

Sacramental Celebrations

This weekend celebrate the
bctp’fism of Wesley Huss.

committees. There is a parish ministry
or activity where your time and talents

will make a difference. Consider how

YOU fit in and participate in the life

of our Communi’ryl

Women's Epiphany
Celebration

Women of the Cathedral parish
are invited to an Epiphany
Celebration Sunday, January 4,
from Noon - 2:00 pm in the
rectory dining room.

Join us to celebrate the Epiphany
while making new friends and
catching up with old ones.
Treats, appetizers, and beverages
will be served.

This event is sponsored by the
saint Cecilia Women's Guild.

Bring a friend!

"Twas the weekend after Christmas,

and after all the mess,
[ finally was able
to chill from the stress.

We had visited family
we shared Christmas joys,

All the kids had OD'ed -

an ot]oundctnce Of tOYS.

The wrappings had been gathered,
burned, or saved for reuse,

The Advil had saved me -
a touch of egg nog abuse.

With a mug of hot cocoq,
a warm winter's drink,

'l take a rare moment
to just sit here and think.

A child I don't know gets
the Angel Tree toy I'm buying;
It's odd that it seems

so much more sqtisfying.

Humbling the dinner was
that we served at the shelter
[t helped us re-center

from seasonal helter-skelter

My ministry to the Mass
usher, lector, decoration;
is shqring communion
in Christ's celebration.

What lasts the whole year
(it's not Amazon Prime)
are the graces we get -

and that faith is sublime.

My blessings now counted,
through Christ [ have learned,
Thanksgiving for the gifts

received ’fhough not earned.

~ Christmas Blessings,
John Wees,

Plaza Development



VENI

Young Adult Holy Hour

Expomtloﬁ of th%]? sseds.éncrament
.. Exhertat

Prayer for
Pricsts

Seven Sisters
Prayer Groups

Did you know that for over 2 years
each of our priests at Saint Cecilia
Cathedral has had a group of

7 women who pray for them,

one egch d(ly Of ’the Week?

This is called the Seven Sisters

Prgyer Minis’fry.

Heavenly Father, grant that our
priests be s{reng{hened and healed
by the power of the Eucharist they

celebrate. May the Word ﬂ'ley
proclctim give them courage and
wisdom. We pray that all those
whom they seek to serve may see
in them the love and care of Jesus,
our Fternal High Priest, who is
Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

Motry, Mother of the Church, loock

Jfenderly upon your sons, our priests.

VENI

As we conclude another year, we have had a great year of
outreach Jfhrough VENI, « monfhly evening of adoration,

confession, and community for the young adults in Omacha

held at Saint Cecilia Cathedral.

We have had a steqdy growth in attendees, a beautiful sign
of the hunger for prayer and feﬂowshipl Addihonaﬂy, for

our December VENI, we were blessed to have the Cathedral
Choir enrich our prayer with beautiful hymns

We thank the numerous priests who have helped proviole
exhortations and hear confessions, cdong with the musicians

who filled the Cathedral with the songs from their hearts.
If you wish to support ArchO Young Adults and VENI,

reach out to archoyoungadults@gmailcom. Your prayers,

generosity, and simply spreading the word to fqmﬂy and

friends helps ]oring people to encounter our Eucharistic and

Heqhng Lord.
~Fr. Zach Eischeid

Learn more about the young adult
program in Omoaha here.

Prayer Ministry

Annelies Anderson, Tyler Anthofer, Gary McChesney, John
Halley, David Doyle, Celia Rasico, Richard Johnson, Patrick
Melntosh, Rod Jewell, Jeannie Lucke, Brad Poeckes,
Jim Martin, Jaime Olbertz, Maurine Shepherd, Fr. Joe,

Wallace fctrnﬂy, Graham fctmﬂy, Allen fctrnﬂy, ]ctsper, Steve
Caldwell, Maureen Allen, Noah Gingrich, Jan Farha

Christopher Lgmpe, Barbara Bakhit, Reidun Ngbity, John
Ray, Dick Satiroff, Rose Davis, John Kennedy, Cindy Lopez,
Pat Boganowski, John Sweeney, Bob Ollie, Danielle
Tglkington, Grace Thomsen, Bob Ebert, Rebecca Rosas,
Abbey, Katrina Conway, Jan Limpgch, Susan Walters, Bob
and Becky SO.bO.JEO., Maria, Anna, Lynndeﬂ Skarnulis

David P, Chuck R, Cctsey, Mot:rictnn, Virginict Higgins,
Marﬂyn Knox, Don Wctﬂ, Rita WQH, Darlene Koley, Chris
Peasley, Don Cutshall, Edward I Powell, Peter Rinn, Sara
Hopp, Rhonda Bohaty, Makayla Abney, Nancy Ruiz

Guzman, Tom Jacobson fgmﬂy, Dan Boeckman, Adrian

Smoot, Jesse Edwards, Hallie Neill, Steven Schultze
Robbie Dyﬂa, Patrick Moore, Noah Gqﬂey, Angelot K.

Hernotnclez, Andrea Engq, Minerva Sotlctzotr, Hitosis fotmily,
Mctry B, Terri Hennig, Marie Bruno, Nina Holidcty, ]en N,
Mary Werner, Helen McGill, Sheryl G, Mark Morehouse,
Nina, Ron Baxter, Kathleen Schuler, Will Woleben, Josh
Benk, Henry B, Kevin Jackson

Archbishop Michael McGovern, Saint Cecilia priests, deacons,

parish, school, childcare s’rctff, fqmﬂies, and friends.


mailto:archoyoungadults@gmail.com

Sacraments at Saint Cecilia Cathedral Cathedral Administration 402-551-2313
Holy Mass Rev. Jeremy Hans: Parish Pastor/Cathedral Rector
Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am (choir)
Monday-Friday 1115 am
Saturday 7:30 am and 5:30 pm (vigil)
Confession
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Monday-Friday 1:50 am - 1210 pm

Gerard Alemdjrodo: Campus Business Manager
gerardalem@stceciliacathedral org

Kay Garfield: Sacraments/Scheduling/Business Office
kgarfield @stceciliacathedral.org

Or call 402-551-2513 to make an appointment Sheila Graham: Communications/Membership/Ministry
Baptism Classes sgraham @stceciliacathedral.org

Contact Kay Garfield at kgarfield@stceciliacathedralorg

to sign up for the class and set the baptism date. Kelly Hickey: Campus Technology Director
Marriage Preparation khickey @stcecilia net

Parishioners regis’rered & active a minimum of 6 months

Theresa Lehn: Development Director

are eligible to set a date. Then at least 6 months of
g tlehn@stceciliacathedral org

marriage prepqrqtion as requirecl by the Archdiocese.

Email: kgarfield @stceciliacathedral org. Denise Leibert: Childeare Director
Sacraments at Saint Margaret Mary dleibert@stceciliacathedral.org
Holy Mass

Kjia Meduna: Children's Faith Formation Director

Sunday 7:30 am and 10:00 am kmeduna@stceciliacathedral.org

Monday-Friday 6:30 am

Sa’turclay 8:30 am and 5:00 Sl (Vigﬂ) Marie Rubis Bauer: Music Director/Cathedral Orgotnist
Holy Days 6:30 am, Noon, and 5:30 pm merubisbauer@archomaha.org

Confession
Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm Jessie Stoffel: Grade School Principal

Monday-Friday 7:00 - 7.20 am jstoffel @stcecilianet



