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Dear St. Cecilia Family

A merry and blessed Christmas to youl

This day, hope is born to us. Amidst the gloom,
the cold and the darkness, God sends us His Son
as our savior from sin and death, and our hope for
eternal life. This little child, born of a humble

mother in such surroundings, dispels

lowly
the gloom, banishes all darkness, crushes death
and fills us the with warmth and hght of His love.
Today our hearts are ligh’cened and all despair
is vanquished. A child is born to us, a son is
given us.

[ pray that this Christmas you and your loved
ones will grow closer to our Lord and feel His
1oving presence in your lives. qu His hope fill
your hearts with grqh’rude and fill your homes
with joy. May the serene love of the Holy Family

draw all of us closer ’rogether as God's beloved
children.
qu our Lord Jesus Christ, born to us this dcty in a

manger, bless you and your families ctbunolctnﬂy

this Christmas and qlwqys. ~ Fr. Hans

Saint Cecilia Cathedral
Spiritual Leadership

Most Rev. Michael McGovern
Archbishop

Rev. Jeremy Hans
Parish Pastor/Cathedral Rector
jjhans@ctrchomqha.org

Rev. Zach Eischeid, Associate Pastor
zpeischeid@archomaha.org

Rev. Georges Sokpo, Associate Pastor
gksokpo@archomaha.org

Tim Bloomingdale, Deacon

timbloomingdale@skuttcatholic.com

The Cathedral is open for visits/personal prayer:
Sundays 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
Weekdays 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

BEHOLD, TH: VIRGIN SHALL
CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON,
AND THY SHALL NAME HIM
EMMANUEL, WHICH MEANS

"GOD IS WITH US”

LIVING

HEGGOSH !

MESSAGE

Advent & Christmas

Confession 11:50 am - 12:15 pm weekdays
4.00 - 5.00 pm Saturdays

Monday, December 22, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Tuesday, December 23, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24

5:10 pm: Musical preluole: Cathedral musicians & strings
5:30 pm: Vigil Mass

6:30 pm: Blessing of the Nativity Scene

1:00 pm: Christmas concert: Cathedral musicians

Midnight: Holy Mass with Archbishop McGovern

Christmas Day Thursday, December 25
810 am: Musical prelude: Cathedral musicians & brass
8:30 am: Holy Mass

10:10 am: Musical prelude: Cathedral musicians & brass
10:30 am: Holy Mass

Vasses & Intentions

So.’curclay December 20

7:30 am Alphonse Gross + (A)

5:30 pm Frances Wright + Fr. Hans
Sunday December 21

8:30 am Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Sokpo
10:30 am James Medlin + Fr. Hans
Monday December 22

1115 am Don Wesley +

Tuesday December 23

11:15 am Mary Koch +

Wednesday December 24

11:15 am Mary Chase +

5:30 pm Hilda & Fortunato Zardetto + Fr. Hans
Midnigh’r Archbishop's Intentions Archbishop
Thursdqy December 25

8:30 am Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Sokpo
10:30 am John Kuhlman + Fr. Hans
Friday December 26

1115 am Motrlys Wehrbein +

Sa’turday December 27

7:30 am Scott Werner + (B)

5:30 pm Ed Warin + Fr. Sokpo
Sunday December 28

8:30 am Saint Cecilia Parishioners Fr. Hans
10:30 am Christine Worthing + Archbishop



Advent at Cathedral

Advent is a season of hope, a time to nurture peace and experience joy in
anticipation for the love that is made incarnate with the birth of Jesus.

My heart is beafing, filled with joy, awaiting Mary‘s baby boy.

For with this child, we embrace the birth of God's most precious grace.

Baby Jesus, soon to comel

For us comes the Promised One. Baby Jesus, God's own Son, you will be the
Chosen One to lead our flock into salvation.

Our eternal life awaits. The birth of Jesus brings us nearer Heaven's holy gates.
Sing with joy, and count the dctys, for soon to come, the Lord we'll praise.
Rejoice that Jesus will soon arrive, the Messiah and our faith alive. Amen.

Traditions and Activities

Share Hope with Others

One of the greatest ways to prepare for Christmas
with your family is to create Holy Moments together.
Here are a few ideas:

e Play with a Nativity Scene
o Visit a live Ncﬁfivity Scene

Harness the power of plqy to engage children in the story of Jesus' birth during the Advent season. Create a small
nativity scene that is easy for your kids to plqy and interact with. This hands-on qpproqch helps children develop
a deeper unders’tqnding and connection to the nativity story, bringing it to life in their own unique way.

Invite your children to create a nativity plqy at home with you, acting out the story as a fqrnily.

Aoldi’tionqﬂy, consider visiting a Live thivi’ty at a local church, where your fqmﬂy can witness a live enactment
of the Christmas story. These interactive experiences help children grasp the significance of Jesus' birth in a Jfctngi]ole
and memorable way.

He shall judge between the nations and shall decide for many peoples; and fhey shall
beat their swords into p]owshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall fhey learn war anymore. (Isaiah 2:4)

@) King of all nations and keysfone of the Church: come and save man, whom you
formed from the dust!

Therefore fhe LOId hlmse]f WI.Z.Z give you a Sl‘gl’lA Beho]cl, a young woman S.Z’lCtH

conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14)

O Emmctnue], our Kll’lg GHCZ Giver OI( LQW: come to save us, LOI’CI our GOCII

Find HOPE at Saint Cecilia Cathedral
In remembering God's great deeds, the central plqce of the
Divine amid all rectli’ty becomes more apparent. We come to
a cleeper appreciation that our true iden’rity as individuals
and as a people can only be found in God. We appreciate
more profoundly that wonder, awe, graﬁtude, and acts of
love are the natural response to this deeper knowledge.

Find hope at Saint Cecilia Cathedral through
Dedicated Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers
A Community of Faith-Filled People

We address and qccomphsh this Jtlrnrough our MISSION
to bring all to the beauty, truth, and joy of Christ.




MISSION

Giving ‘Tuesday Update

= —

Welcome to Our Visitors
We are so excited to have you ‘Come Home" to Saint
Cecilia Cathedral, a beautiful teqching space about our
Catholic Faith. All who enter the church and receive the

sacraments here experience Jthe grace Qnd g'].Ol'Y ClI'ld 1ove

of God.

Through our Masses and even the private prayer time in
the quiet of this holy space, we offer you an opportunity
to join us. We would love to have you be part of our

fo.mily. See our Values page about how to do this.

One of the ’[hings that draws people into Saint Cecilia
Cathedral is the beauty and grqndeur of the buﬂoling
itself. Visitors are drawn to the towers on the hill and the
amazing architecture; those gqthered for hturgies or
Archdiocesan events are engulfed within in the beauty of
the religious symbols, art, and sculpture.

Yet for all of its grqnd architecture and decoration and
history, the primary purpose of Saint Cecilia Cathedral is
the Worship of God within the Catholic faith.

The truth remains that there is nothing more beautiful
than the celebrations (Masses) that hqppen here every
oloty. Guests come for the ]oectuty; they stay for the truth.

Thank you so much for donq’ring to restore the mini gym

walll We are $652 short of our goal but feel comfortable Sunday

enough to contract with Kehm Construction and Higgins Noon

W eatherguard Rooferees to get this project going. Monday

If you would still like to donate to this project, 6:30 pm

use this OR code.

Any funds raised above the goal Thurs&ay

will go toward enhancement of 130 pm

school/childcare security and facilities. Sunday
10:30 am
11:30 am

Devotions
at Cathedral

Daily Mass
Mondays - Fridays 1115 am
Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel

Saint Michael Prayer
Prayed after our Daily Masses
Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays Noon to 6:00 pm
Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel

Rosary Prayed
Sctfurolotys before 5:30 pm Mass
Sundays before 8:30 am Mass

Saint Cecilia Cathedral

First Friday Devotion
First Fridays Mass 1115 am
Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel

Mass on First Saturdays
First Saturdays Mass 7:30 am
Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel

Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

Tuesdqys foHowing 11:15 am Mass
Our Lctoly of Nebraska Chapel

VENI Holy Hour

City-Wide Young Adult Holy Hour

9nd Fridays 7:30 pm
Saint Cecilia Cathedral

Praying for Our Ministers/Ministries

Thurs&ays 2:30 pm

Receive our emails

Campus €vents

December 21
Catholic Daughters Meeting PCCR

December 22

Bible Study PCCR
December 25

Sudanese Mass NAVE
December 28

Jubilee Year Closing Mass NAVE
Baptism: Wesley Huss NAVE



Welcome to o
A 0 » Women's Epiphan
Saint Cecilia Cathedral, e = PR

a Pilgrimage Site e Z & C}el.:ebm?dont P
- | ‘,\c," Wormen of the Cathedral parish
for thEJUbILEE Uear' i are invited to an Epiphang

Celebration Sunday, January 4,
from Noon - 2:00 pm in the
rectory dining room.

Closing Mass for the Jubilee Year

Sundag, December 28’ 10.30 am Join us to celebrate the Epiphany

while making new friends and
With Archbishop McGovern
Saint Cecilia Cathedral

ALl are welcome to join us!

catching up with old ones.
Treats, appetizers, and beverages
will be served.

This event is sponsored by the
saint Cecilia Women's Guild.

Development Notes

Theresa Lehn, Developmenf Director
Parish Christmas Collection 2025 Goal

I would be remiss if I did not state our goqls for yeqr—enci donations to maintain our operating
]ouolgets. St. Cecilia Cathedral Parish has a 2025 Christmas collection goal of $80,000. This is to
maintain our financial stctbihfy and continue our mission for the next 137 years. In the spirit of joy
and Jd’lotnksgiving, pleqse consider a donation that works for your family.

Ways to Give to St. Cecilia during Advent and Year End

Your giff mattersl Your generous support will help to fund vibrant pctrish ministries, maintain the
beautiful, historic buildings and grounds, and support the operations of St. Cecilia Cathedral Church,
School and Childcare. More than 30% of all charitable donations are made in the month
of December. We are honored that you migh’[ consider a gift to St. Cecilia Cathedral. Donations can
be directed to:

. Sunoloty Offer{ory Giving

o Educational Endowment

e Parish Endowment

. Bridge the Gap - Help the pqrish fund the difference between school tuition and the actual cost

to educate each student

VISION

. Comeoly & Cuisine Unolerwriting

e Memorials

» Specific Projects, like building grounds and infrastructure
To make an online donation, visit our Giving page, SJtCeciliqCathedrqlorg/Suppor’r—’rhe—Cq’rhedrql/.
Learn more about these funds and support St. Cecilial
Your gif’r can be received online until 11:59 pm on December 31. The potrish office can receive year
end contributions until Noon on December 31. You may also plotce donations in the basket at all
Masses through the end of the year. Donations postmarked on or before December 31 will be added
to your 2025 contribution statement. If you have questions regaroling tax laws or your specific
situation, please consult your financial or tax advisor before mqking a donation.

Flower Festival

Cathedral Arts Project's 41st Annual Flower Festival: January 22-25, 2026
In honor of Archbishop George Lucas and Michaela & John Blazek
The annual St. Cecilia Flower Festival is sponsored by Cathedral Arts Project
and takes place on the last weekend in January in the beauty of our Cathedral.




Become a Parishioner!

Our parish is the home, heart, and foundation of the Omaha Archdiocese.
We minister to people ’rhroughout the Omaha area and beyond.
As a Roman Catholic pctrish, our mission is to bring all to the beaufy, truth,
and joy of Christ. The Cathedral pqrish consists of over 940 households.
The heart of Saint Cecilia is the people. Every person in this parish is
invited to become a part of the life of our pqrish Jfhrough ministries,
activities, and committees. We encounter Jesus.

If you dre interested in mqking Saint Cecilia Cathedral your pqrish home,
contact  Sheila Graham at the Cathedral Administration Office
402-551-2313 to start your registration process. We are hctppy to have you”

Then consider how YOU f{it in and participate in the life of your pqrish!

Praying for the Priests in Your Lite

Why should we say prayers for the priests in our lives? Saint John Viqnney, the patron saint of priests, once
said, "After God, the priest is everyfhing." Priests serve Christ's Church here on earth olctﬂy through the Mass and
sacraments. In confession ’fhey stand in persona Christi and work with Christ to bring us forgiveness from our sins.
We must pray for priests everydqy—especiqﬂy because of the deep hatred Satan has for priests. Christ Himself
instituted the priesthood for the Church here on earth, so nqturaﬂy, the devil hates the men Christ has chosen to
continue to bring light and truth to the world. He continuously works to separate them from the grace of God.

After their ordination, all priests have an indelible mark on their souls. This mark makes priests prime targets for
the devil and his evil ways. Here are six prayers (from some of our favorite saints!) to say Jtodcty to intercede for

our shepherds here on ectr’rh.

Prayers for StaiT

We QS];{ EOI‘ your prayers fOl’ our

staff. Their dedication to God
through Saint Cecilia Cathedral
potrish, school, and childcare help us
to serve you. Thank you!

Shining
in the
LIGHT

of Jesus!

KINDERGARTENERS WANTED!

ST. CECILIA SCHOOL IS HAVING A WILD WEST
KINDERGARTEN HOEDOWN

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SIGN UP!

VALUES

L'j.‘-l- o g
ROUND UP YOUR LITTLE WRANGLERS WHO WILL BE TURNING 5 BY JULY 31ST
SADDLE UP FOR A ROOTIN' TOOTIN' GOOD TIME!
FRIDAY JANUARY 30TH 2026



Sacraments at Saint Cecilia Cathedral Cathedral Administration 402-551-2313
Holy Mass Rev. Jeremy Hans: Parish Pastor/Cathedral Rector
Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am (choir)
Monday-Friday 1115 am
Saturday 7:30 am and 5:30 pm (vigil)
Confession
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Monday-Friday 1:50 am - 1210 pm

Gerard Alemdjrodo: Campus Business Manager
gerardalem@stceciliacathedral org

Kay Garfield: Sacraments/Scheduling/Business Office
kgarfield @stceciliacathedral.org

Or call 402-551-2513 to make an appointment Sheila Graham: Communications/Membership/Ministry
Baptism Classes sgraham @stceciliacathedral.org

Contact Kay Garfield at kgarfield@stceciliacathedralorg

to sign up for the class and set the baptism date. Kelly Hickey: Campus Technology Director
Marriage Preparation khickey @stcecilia net

Parishioners regis’rered & active a minimum of 6 months

Theresa Lehn: Development Director

are eligible to set a date. Then at least 6 months of
g tlehn@stceciliacathedral org

marriage prepqrqtion as requirecl by the Archdiocese.

Email: kgarfield @stceciliacathedral org. Denise Leibert: Childeare Director
Sacraments at Saint Margaret Mary dleibert@stceciliacathedral.org
Holy Mass

Kjia Meduna: Children's Faith Formation Director

Sunday 7:30 am and 10:00 am kmeduna@stceciliacathedral.org

Monday-Friday 6:30 am

Sa’turclay 8:30 am and 5:00 Sl (Vigﬂ) Marie Rubis Bauer: Music Director/Cathedral Orgotnist
Holy Days 6:30 am, Noon, and 5:30 pm merubisbauer@archomaha.org

Confession
Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm Jessie Stoffel: Grade School Principal

Monday-Friday 7:00 - 7.20 am jstoffel @stcecilianet



